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Division reports, past issues of A Lawyer’s View and other procurement documents are now available on our Internet Web
site. Point your web browser to http://www.ogc.doc.gov and follow the links to the Contract Law Division.

Engineered Systems, Inc. v. DOC , B-273027
We have just been served with this GAO protest arising
out of the award of a contract by NOAA for computer
support. Protestor claims that the Government improp-
erly applied the solicitation’s evaluation criteria to its
bid, and failed to make a proper cost/technical trade-off
in arriving at its award decision. The agency report is
due to the GAO on or before September 11, 1996. Ken
Lechter has the matter.
Unisys Corp. v. DOC
The parties met to discuss a partial settlement, which
included Westinghouse (now Northrup Grumman), Co-
dex, Airborne Express, Paramax/Egan, Ramtek/Pivotal
Graphics, RSI and appellant’s profit rate. We reached
agreement in principle with respect to dollar amounts;
however, we are still awaiting additional information
from appellant on the price justification for one spare
part and appellant’s labor hours before presentation to
our client. Terry Lee and Steven Carrara have the case.
PTO DeskTop Procurement
Lisa Obayashi commented on the source selection deci-
sion memorandum and met with the Program Manager
and Contracting Officer to discuss the “Best Value”

Northwest Recovery Systems Novation
WASC has a trash-hauling contract with
Northwest. Northwest is owned, in part,
by one of the contenders for the Republi-
can nomination for Governor of Washing-
ton, Nona Brazier. Northwest has failed to
pay its employees on time, its assets have
been levied against by IRS and it is appar-
ently subject to sundry other claims.
Northwest has sought to novate the con-
tract to another Brazier-owned entity,
Brazier Construction Co., in an apparent
attempt to circumvent Northwest’s finan-
cial condition. We have advised the CO
that this novation should not be approved.
Mark Langstein has the issue.
BPR/CONOPS--Census Pilot Projects
We provided extensive comments on the
draft Project Agreement for the Data Ac-
cess and Dissemination System pilot pro-
ject. Release of the document is scheduled
to take place in late August. Fred Kopa-
tich is advising.
Empowerment Contracting
Ken Lechter has been working on the lat-
est draft of the Empowerment Contracting
guidelines which will be published soon.
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analysis performed in this procurement.  
Laptops, etc. v. DOC
Fred Kopatich and Catherine Shea met with the protes-
tor to discuss settlement of the protest. Protestor agreed
to withdraw the protest after further teleconferences
and discussions with BOC personnel.
Agency Bid Protest Procedures
We have reviewed final draft of procedures, implement-
ing some minor modifications to ensure compliance with
the proposed FAR rules. The procedures propose each
bureau propose one designee to handle protests for that
bureau. NOAA believes more than one designee is re-
quired. This issue has delayed the final release of these
procedures. Because this issue is an internal NOAA
management issue, we have recommended the proce-
dures be forwarded for management review and imple-
mentation.  Catherine Shea is advising.
GEM Eng’g Co. v. DOC —GSBCA 13566-COM
We have prepared and will submit motions to dismiss
and for summary judgment in this claim for additional
compensation for the construction of the Mt. Holly
WFO. Catherine Shea and Jeff Hughes have the case.
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